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“\... the proportion of references being settled between parties without need for a Panel hearing .... 
continues to rise, leaving the more complex and contentious matters for consideration by a Panel. 
Increasingly, the determinations of the few Panel hearings which do take place are being appealed to 
ORR...” 

“With precedents already established for guiding resolution of the more straightforward situations ...., 
the continuing fitness of purpose of the Access Dispute Resolution Rules for dealing with the 
complexity and value of present-day disputes becomes a matter for consideration.”
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The Committee is pleased to issue its report for the calendar year 2007. 

Communications 

Reports of our predecessor, the Access Disputes Resolution Committee, tended to provide a digest of the work 

of the Committee and its Panels, together with commentary regarding appeal determinations issued by the 
Office of Rail Regulation (‘ORR’). Re-launch of the Committee's website (www.accessdisputesrail.org) in July 

this year has facilitated ready access to this detailed information for those requiring it and our report can 
consequently be much abbreviated. 

The website is updated promptly following a change in any area of information. 

The Committee will welcome observations regarding its activities, the usefulness of its website and the 

adequacy of this report. Comments should be passed via the Secretary (e-mail: sec.adc@btconnect.com, 
tel: 020 7554 0601). 

Dispute references 

The position regarding dispute references can be summarised as follows:- 

For an Access Dispute Panel 

References on hand at 31.12.06 1 

New references received in 2007 9 
References withdrawn in 2007 6 

Determinations issued in 2007 2 

Determinations not yet finalised 0 

Pending at 31.12.07 2 

Appeals submitted to ORR in 2007 2 

For a Timetabling Panel 

References on hand at 31.12.06 21 

New references received in 2007 81 

References withdrawn in 2007 53 
Determinations issued in 2007 0 

Determinations not yet finalised 0 

Pending at 31.12.07 49 

Appeals submitted to ORR in 2007 0 

The volume of engineering work on the national infrastructure is clearly influencing the number of Timetabling 

Panel matters; 22 of the Timetabling references remaining on hand at 31 December 2007 relate to West Coast 

Route Modernisation works over the period to December 2010. 

Continued...




